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CRIMINAL CODE AMENDMENT (INFRINGEMENT NOTICES) BILL 2010 

Council’s Amendment — Consideration in Detail 
The following amendment made by the Council now considered — 

Page 4, after line 3 — To insert —  

723. Monitoring of Chapter by Ombudsman 

(1) For the period of 12 months after the commencement of this section, the 
Ombudsman is to keep under scrutiny the operation of the provisions of this 
Chapter and the regulations made under this Chapter and the Criminal 
Investigation (Identifying People) Act 2002 Part 7 and section 67. 

(2) The scrutiny referred to in subsection (1) is to include review of the impact 
of the operation of the provisions referred to in that subsection on Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander communities. 

(3) For that purpose, the Ombudsman may require the Commissioner of Police 
or any public authority to provide information about police or the public 
authority’s participation in the operation of the provisions referred to in 
subsection (1). 

(4) The Ombudsman must, as soon as practicable after the expiration of that 12 
month period, prepare a report on the Ombudsman’s work and activities 
under this section and furnish a copy of the report to the Minister for Police 
and the Commissioner of Police. 

(5) The Ombudsman may identify, and include recommendations in the report to 
be considered by the Minister about, amendments that might appropriately 
be made to this Act with respect to the operation of the provisions referred to 
in subsection (1). 

(6) The Minister is to lay (or cause to be laid) a copy of the report furnished to 
the Minister under this section before both Houses of Parliament as soon as 
practicable after the Minister receives the report. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I move — 

That the amendment made by the Council be agreed to. 

This amendment was moved by Hon Giz Watson and requires the Ombudsman to scrutinise the criminal penalty 
infringement notices scheme, including the regulations made as part of the scheme, for a period of 12 months 
after the commencement of the scheme. In particular, the amendment provides that the Ombudsman will 
scrutinise the impact of the scheme on Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities. Following the 12-
month period, the Ombudsman will prepare a report of the Ombudsman’s work and activities during that time 
and provide copies to the Minister for Police and the Commissioner of Police. The minister will then lay a copy 
before both houses of Parliament as soon as practicable after the minister has received the report. The 
government is comfortable with that particular amendment.  

Ms M.M. QUIRK: Again I remind the minister what occurred in this place. The opposition moved two 
amendments. The first amendment required that annual statistics be tabled in Parliament—namely, the offences 
for which infringement notices were issued, the number of infringement notices issued, the number of 
infringement notices for which fines were paid, the number of infringement notices challenged in court, and the 
number of infringement notices for which fines remained unpaid. Second, we moved an amendment that there be 
a statutory review of the legislation after three calendar years. I suspect that what has been agreed to by the 
minister in the upper house might in some respects be regarded as more onerous than that which the minister 
rejected in this house when we moved the initial amendment. The Council’s amendment recommends that the 
Ombudsman review the impact of the bill, particularly on Aboriginal Torres Strait Islanders, which we certainly 
support. These concerns were raised first in this chamber by the opposition. It was experienced in New South 
Wales that this kind of legislation disproportionably impacted on Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders. The 
minister will be required to table the Ombudsman’s report. The opposition is very pleased with these 
amendments and hopes that those statistics that we sought to be tabled in Parliament will be kept and made 
available in any event.  

Question put and passed; the Council’s amendment agreed to. 

The Council acquainted accordingly. 
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